ledbetter The 'story' of the cave could have been told in many different ways, and not all of them would have been as powerful as the version Plato offers. This paper will examine the specific ways that Plato has designed Socrates' narrative and how its seemingly inessential features shape our interpretation of it. I will make two main points. The first concerns how Socrates' complex use of Homeric quotation invests that cave image with a life-or-death significance and an unusual degree of authority. My second and overriding concern is to argue that Plato has designed this passage so that the conversation taking place between Glaucon and Socrates mirrors the prisoner's ascent from the cave. Ultimately I will suggest that the cave narrative gains its power by giving Glaucon, and the reader, an experience analogous to the ascent from the cave that the allegory's image describes.
1
The Structure of The Cave Narrative
While it is easy to say where the allegory begins, it is more difficult to say where it ends. Having just concluded his discussion of the divided line in Book 6, Book 7 opens with Socrates launching straight into the cave allegory: 'Next, I said, compare the effect of education and the lack of it on our nature to an experience like this: Imagine human beings living in an underground, cavelike dwelling …' . This marks an emphatic beginning. But where exactly does 'the allegory of the cave' end? In Catalin Partenie's recent Oxford edition of selected myths of Plato, the passage ends at 517a, and one can see justification for this.8 At 517a Socrates finishes setting out the details of the image. However, on a different interpretation, the allegory continues past this point. At 517b Socrates begins to interpret the allegory and references to the cave continue on through 520 and beyond. Although these references continue in Socrates' discussion, a case can be made for considering 518d an important ending. 518d is where Socrates reaches what is arguably the moral of the story, his definition of true education. I will examine this definition later, but for now the crucial point is that the allegory of the cave sets out from the start to articulate what education is, and what it is not. Socrates' concern is embedded in the larger discussion of the guardians' education, but it also goes all the way back to Book 1 where Thrasymachus, in a pitch of frustration with Socrates, assumes the wrong definition of education: 'And how am I to persuade you, if you aren't persuaded by what I said just now? What more can I do? Am I to take your argument
